
USB is made up of 69 farmer-directors who oversee the investments of the soybean checkoff on behalf of all U.S. 
soybean farmers. Checkoff funds are invested in the areas of animal utilization, human utilization, industrial utilization, 
industry relations, market access and supply. As stipulated in the Soybean Promotion, Research and Consumer 
Information Act, USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service has oversight responsibilities for USB and the soybean checkoff.

Soybean Oil Drives Ford Motor Company’s Sustainability Goals

According to Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
estimates, Americans dispose of nearly 300 million scrap tires 
a year, many of which occupy undesirable landfill space due 
to health and environmental concerns resulting from their 
storage. Over the past three years, Ford Motor Company 
provided a second life for more than 2.2 million pounds of 
this wasted rubber by combining recycled tires with soybean 
oil in the gaskets and seals of 11 of its 2011-model-year 
vehicles.

Ford derives the Recycled Polymeric Materials (RPM) seals 
and gaskets from 25 percent post-consumer, recycled 
tire particulate and 17 percent bio-renewable content, 
recycling more than 210,000 used tires and incorporating 
150,000 pounds of soybean oil. In addition to furthering 

Ford’s broader global sustainability strategy to reduce its environmental footprint, the seals reduce weight, 
removing more than 1, 675 tons from Ford vehicles on the road.

“Ford has a rich history collaborating with the soybean farming community including recent research 
partnerships with the United Soybean Board (USB),” says Cynthia Flanigan, Ph.D., technical leader, 
Research and Innovation. “We are committed to developing environmentally friendly technologies and 
have been successful in implementing soybeans in a variety of applications, including seats, headrests, 
headliners, and now, in gaskets and seals. Since the U.S. is a leader in soybean production, soy has been a 
prominent choice for these bio-based parts.” 

Ford Motor Company vehicles that feature the sustainable seals and gaskets include:
Ford Escape
Ford F-150, F-250, F-350 trucks
Ford Fiesta
Ford Flex

Ford Focus
Ford Mustang
Ford Taurus

USB funds research and supports the development of soy products and technology like soy polyols, foams, 
plastics and other products that can help replace petrochemicals in industrial products. Many soy-based 
products, ingredients and intermediates exist for a variety of industries that can be found in USB’s Soy 
Products Guide online, including soy-based products for the auto industry like gaskets.

To learn more about Ford’s commitment to reduce, reuse and recycle, visit http://media.ford.com/
images/10031/Ford_Sustainable_Materials_Fact_Sheet.pdf. To learn more about new industrial uses for soy, 
visit http://www.soynewuses.org. 

http://soynewuses.org/soy-products-guide/

