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For more information, contact Chris Toebben at 888.235.4332, ext. 1957 (ctoebben@unitedsoybean.org) or Chris Krull at ext. 1951 (ckrull@unitedsoybean.org).

Soy Supports New Furniture

You are what you eat, and with new, soy-based furniture, it may be where you sit, too. The United Soybean Board and soybean checkoff worked with researchers at Pittsburg State University in Kansas to develop a soybased polyol technology which was licensed by Cargill and given the brand name BiOH. Hickory Springs Manufacturing Company uses the soy-based industrial polyol to formulate Preserve Foam for use in sofas and mattresses. Preserve Foam provides consistent support and a creamier texture than many petroleum-based furniture foams.    

Deck Outdoor Living Areas with Soy

Protecting outdoor living areas with natural products just seems, well, natural. The United Soybean Board (USB) and soybean checkoff work to support new soy-based products, including soy-based sealants and coatings. EcoProcote’s Poly-Soy is a soy-based sealant that protects porous substrate surfaces, including wood, concrete and metal, from damage caused by abrasion, weather, stains, moisture and traffic. Unlike petroleum-based sealants that coat the surface, Poly-Soy penetrates the pores of the substrate to create a breathable seal that is nontoxic and low in VOCs.

Soy-Based Adjuvants Growing

With soy-based adjuvants, farmers can use harvested crops to increase their future yields. The United Soybean Board (USB) and soybean checkoff continue to support the development and commercialization of soy-based adjuvants. As input prices and the need for fungicide application increase, effective and efficient chemical application becomes increasingly important. A variety of soy-based adjuvants are commercially available to provide farmers with a petroleum-free option that improves the effectiveness of many chemical applications, lowers input costs and minimizes crop and soil damage.

Biobased Insecticide Fires Ants

Insecticides play a significant role in soybean production, but did you know that soybeans are now a significant component in some insecticides? The United Soybean Board (USB) and the soybean checkoff support research to drive the development of new soy-based products, and are encouraged when private companies, on their own, develop products based on soy like the new soy-based Maxforce FC Fire Ant Bait from Bayer Environmental Sciences. The unique formula uses a soy-based attractant mixed with a low-dose of pesticide to target worker ants outside of the colony. The low dose of pesticide allows the worker ants to survive long enough to infect the entire colony and effectively control fire-ant infestations without heavy chemical application.

To learn more about soy-based products, visit USB’s Soy Products Guide online at www.soynewuses.org.


USB is made up of 68 farmer-directors who oversee the investments of the soybean checkoff on behalf of all U.S. soybean farmers. Checkoff funds are invested in the areas of animal utilization, human utilization, industrial utilization, industry relations, market access and supply. As stipulated in the Soybean Promotion, Research and Consumer Information Act, USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service has oversight responsibilities for USB and the soybean checkoff.
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