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For more information, contact Chris Toebben at 888.235.4332, ext. 1957 (ctoebben@unitedsoybean.org) or Chris Krull at ext. 1951 (ckrull@unitedsoybean.org). 

America Is Interested in Biobased Products
The majority of Americans are unaware of biobased products; however, they are interested in learning more, according to a recent study funded by the United Soybean Board (USB) and soybean checkoff. Three-quarters of those surveyed reported being unfamiliar with biobased products, which shows there’s work to be done regarding educating the public on the benefits of using soy and other renewable products. The checkoff is working to get soy technology out to consumers and educate them on the benefits of this technology. For the past decade, U.S. soybean farmers have helped fund the development of many successful new uses for soybeans, including soy plastics and foams, soy methyl esters and soy ink. 

New Asphalt Release Takes the Stick out of Concrete

Release agents are not something that everyone uses, but they are essential for trucks pouring large amounts of asphalt. Release agents make it possible to pour materials without leaving any stuck to the truck bed. The United Soybean Board (USB) and soybean checkoff have funded companies focused on the development of biobased construction and road maintenance products such as release agents. One new release agent on the market which contains a variety of biobased ingredients is RCAI’s Alderox ASA-12. The product blends various all-natural materials to create a thin film on the surfaces of metal, allowing asphalt to slide easily from truck beds.
Diesel Additives Remedy Cold-Weather Issues 

Soy-based diesel additives are just what the doctor ordered for diesel engines this winter. The United Soybean Board (USB) and soybean checkoff have been a leader in biodiesel and soy-based diesel additive market development by working to aid in the advancement of technology utilizing soy. Soy diesel fuel additives can be used to help address cold-temperature issues and winterize vehicles by improving engine cleanliness, enhancing engine lubrication and extending the life of the engine. Bio-Power is a soy-based diesel fuel conditioner manufactured by Renewable Lubricants, Inc., which has been in use since 1999 in some of the harshest environments in the United States. 

Biobased Particleboard Offers Option for Green Builders

Building green is a new trend in commercial and residential buildings, and industry is eager to supply builders with the necessary materials to construct environmentally friendly housing. One company that is doing just that is Columbia Forest Products, which produces particleboard using soy. By containing biobased materials, this particleboard is compliant with the U.S. Green Building Council’s Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) standards. The United Soybean Board (USB) and the soybean checkoff have sponsored many products that have in turn become important components of LEED-certified buildings, including products from Green Products, LLC; Biobased Systems; and New Century Coatings. With increasing architectural focus on building with environmentally friendly products, green building material such as this particleboard may soon be coming to a building near you. 
To learn more about soy-based products, visit USB’s Soy Products Guide online at www.soynewuses.org.


USB is made up of 64 farmer-directors who oversee the investments of the soybean checkoff on behalf of all U.S. soybean farmers. Checkoff funds are invested in the areas of animal utilization, human utilization, industrial utilization, industry relations, market access and supply. As stipulated in the Soybean Promotion, Research and Customer Information Act, USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service has oversight responsibilities for USB and the soybean checkoff.
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